
 

 

 

 

The New Testament Church 

When Paul wrote to the church in Philippi (4:15) he addrssed “all the saints in 

Christ Jesus which ar at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons” (1:1). 

   Saints are “set apart” people, who have come out of darkness into His 

marvelous light” who belong to the Lord (1 Pet 2:9; 1 Cor 6:20). This is another 

way of saying that all Christians are saints (in the NT sense) and beatification by 

some Roman council has nothing to do with it.  

   One does not become a saint by “joining” the church; but one beomes a part 

of the church by bcoming a saint. the church does not save; it is the saved (Eph 

5:23). Thus we read in Acts 2:47, “And the Lord added to the church (“to them,” 

ASV) daily (day by day) such as should be saved” (those who were being 

saved).” 

   The word church is a collective word, such as “herd,” “covey,” “flock.” Literlly, it 

indicates collection or assembly (called-out people) and is translated “assembly” 

in Acts 19:32,39,41, with no reference whatsoever to God’s people. In some 

places in refers to saints literally assembled (1 Cor 11:18) but is perhaps more 

often usd to “collect” figuratively those who have something in common. 

   All of God’s children (the firstborn ones, Heb 12:22,23) make up the church in 

general or universal sense. They are “collected” in this designation because 

tyhey have something in common – their relationship to God the Father. They 

need not know one another, and God authorizews no plan for collective acts. 

But as each seeks to serve God though Jesus Christ, he glorifies God in the  
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church (Eph 1:6,12; 2:6,22f). The reader should not try to bind these passages 

to the local organized church.  

   But there are reauiements and provision in the NT for saints to work 

collectively – to function as a unit. There were to assemble (Heb 10:25), worship 

(1 Cor 11:22f), have overseers (Acts 14:23), a treasury (1 Cor 16:2), etc. It was 

to such a group as this that Paul addressed in the Philippians letter, and he 

called them a “church” (Phil 4:15). This is the local church or congregation – the 

largest, smallest, and only organization of Christians given divine sanction in the 

NT.  

   These saints are “collected” by something morethan a common relationship to 

God; they enter into a certain oneness by agreement (Cf. Acts 9:26-28; 3 John 

10); discipline one another (Mt 18:17; 1 Cor 5); have servants (Rom 16:1) and 

send messengers (Phil 2:25); and in many other ways work as one, collectively. 

   Many errors arise because we fail to recognize the NT definition of “church” 

(e.g., the importance of being a member) or the various uses of the word (elgl, 

some try to make each obligation of the individual saint, the obligation of the 

local church).  

   Careful reading “would from many a blunder free us, and foolish notions…”  

                                                                                                -Robert Turner 

 

 

 

 

     Trying times are times for trying. 

     It’s right to be content with what you have., but never with 

what you are. 

     There is no conflict with the old and the new; the conflict is 

between the false and the true. 

Notes/Quotes 

THE SICK.  Perhaps the CDC guidelines are helping protect us from other 

sickness. We don’t have much news on the sick to report…We’re glad to report 

that things are improving for David, Carol and Jay Kern.…Also, Sherri Boylls 

had a heart cath last week and got a good report that there were no blockages… 

Shutins: Beverly Allen is confined at home…Charles Bradsher is at St. 

Elizabeth’s Place…Gail Brooks has been unable to assemble…Shirley Coots 

is confined at Walnut Ridge Nursing Home…Elizabeth Keller is at The Springs 

Nursing Home. 

GOSPEL MEETING 

April 4-9, 2021 – STONERIDGE! – Mickey Galloway                                               

October 3-8 – STONERIDGE! – Wayne Fancher 

 

 

 

 

       

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 


