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God And Job

| The book of Job is not as much about Job and his faith as it is about God and how

He operates. Job was being tested, to be sure, but God even more so. Does God
bless Job for nothing? Is God being unfair and unjust? Is God the true adversary?
Does God punish the way that the friends suggested? The questions about God
are numerous.

We struggle with similar questions and issues. We often put God on trial as if He is
amenable to us. We, like Job, may think that if we had God here in front of us we
would be able to defend ourselves (31:35-37). Yet, when God appeared, Job could
only put his hand on his mouth (40:3-5).

Putting our hands on our mouths may be the wisest thing we can do at times,
especially when it comes to questioning God and His ways. We are not in a
position to know what He knows or understand what He understands. Because of
this, we are not in the position of being righteous judges and critics.

“Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him
answer it.” (40:2)

The book stands as a stark reminder that we need humility and that in humility is
where true faith and strength reside. God need not give an accounting of Himself to
me or you. Rather, we are accountable to Him, and only when we really get that
will be find true purpose. s
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‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore |
have uttered what | did not understand, things too wonderful for
me, which | did not know.” (42:3)

In all of our highbrow theological debates, | wonder sometimes if
God would answer us the way He spoke to Job and his friends:
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?”
(38:2) In other words, “You have no idea what you are talking
about.” Indeed.

So today, | am reminded of my need to back up and listen to the
Lord’s wisdom.+++

Are you confident that the people who meet you today will see
Christ in you? If not, why not? (John 13:34,35).
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News /cNotes /Quotes.

THE SICK. Jane Cureton should be home by the time you read this. We hope she
continues to improve....Charles Wayne French (Nola Christenberry’s brother)
continues to receive treatment for cancer. Jerry Spencer’s dad is still in St.
Bernard Hospital at this time, receiving treatment from a stroke ...Also Pat Spencer
(Jerry’s mom) continues to deal with stage 4 liver cancer. ... Toby Rand’s mother
is now at home from the hospital after spending almost 2 weeks there. We are glad
for her improvement...Charles Bradsher is back in NEA Baptist with possible
pneumonia... Taylor Harbin’s cousin is still not doing well. Prayers needed...Donald
Crisler continues his treatment for cancer...Remember our shutins: Madonna
Vines is confined at home. Bob and Jean Evans are also confined at home...Gail
Brooks and Rita Kieffer are both at St. Bernard Village... Shirley Coots at
Lawrence County Nursing (hospice care)...Joyce Riley is at St. Elizabeth’s
Place...Charles Bradsher at Craighead County Nursing Home... Continue to
remember all of these in your prayers.

GOSPEL MEETINGS
Oct. 21-23 — Raytown, MO - Dick Blackford

SECURITY TEAM MEETING. There is a security team meeting this afternoon at 3
pm.

It’s not what'’s in your pocket that makes you thankful, but what’s
in your heart.

We are defined not just by the opportunities that we make, but by
what we make of the opportunities.



