
 
 
 

 

 

Self 
    
Being a disciple of Jesus is hard because it requires the sacrifice of self (Luke 
9:23). Self-denial is probably the most difficult command (it is for me). After all, 
who wants to deny self? We live in an age that tells us over and over to affirm 
self, to make self number one, to do whatever it takes to make self the priority. 
“Self” is so important in our age that we even have a term for the constant taking 
of self-pictures (selfies). Every where we turn, we are reminded that self is more 
important than others. Self has become the idol. “I” have become my own god. 
  
This stands in direct contrast to what the Lord showed by example (self-
emptied) and enjoins by command (deny self). Others are to come first for the 
Christian. Nothing is to be done for selfish ambition (Phil 2:3-5). Once we see 
how pervasive this thought is across the Scriptures, we can begin to see why 
the present age either cannot stand Christianity for what it actually requires or 
why so many who call themselves Christians are failing to follow Christ in the 
most basic way. Christ is important as long as He is convenient, so we will keep 
claiming His name while living for self. Others are more important as long they 
don’t actually get in the way of my own self-promotion.  
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I’m not blaming others, for I am guilty. This most fundamental command is the 
thorn in our side that presents the conflict in our hearts over whether we serve 
the Lord or serve self. To this end, I need the constant reminder that Christ died 
for me, and that his death for me has consequences not only for forgiveness but 
also for how I live my life:  
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“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one 
has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised.” (2 Cor 5:14-15) -Doy Moyer 
 
 

Tragic Happenings Have A Way of Waking Us Up 
 
A terrorist attack reminds us to place our security in the Lord and not in the 
devices and achievements of men. 
A sudden death of someone we love reminds us that eternity is not far from any 
of us and we should make the most of every day. 
A sudden death of a child reminds us to cherish our own children. 
A marital breakup reminds us not to take our own relationships for granted. 
A lost job makes us appreciate a job we took for granted or complained about. 
It would be nice if we never needed these “wake-up calls”, but unfortunately, we 
do. These painful times sometimes seem like the only way God can get our 
attention. C.S. Lewis referred to pain as God’s megaphone. 
 
This last year has been filled with tragedy. Loved ones died. Christians argued 
over what to do about meeting in person. Churches lost their own. People drifted 
apart. Makes one wonder if the masks we wore during this pandemic revealed 
the masks we wore of devotion and intimacy. 
 
As “normalcy” returns, let’s not get back to normal. Ask the following questions: 
 
What worked during this last year? Why? 
What didn’t work during this last year? Why? 
Do we need to rekindle the fire? 
How can we not take for granted any more people? Why did we beforehand? 
How can we not take for granted any more assembling together? How did that 
happen that we got stale? 
Who do we need to reach out to? 
How can we spend more time together to build stronger bonds? 
Add your own questions please and answers. 
 

The cross was a tragedy that turned into a blessing because God was behind it 
all (Acts 2:22-24). This reversal of pain into gain resulted in God’s people doing 
… yes, that is how I want to say it. They were “doing” because they were “being” 
transformed from their own tragedies into God’s “workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works” (Eph.2:10). 
 

  News/Notes/Quotes 
THE SICK  Jordan Pickens (son of Jodi and Susan Pickens) was admitted to 

NEA Baptist Wednesday night. He is expected to be there at least till tomorrow. 

They are treating him for pancriatitus and running other tests….Peyton Ellis is 

still recuperating from knee surgery and is improving…Joyce Riley is at 

Encompass Rehab following open heart surgery… Madonna Vines continues to 

recover at from heart surgery…. Donald Crisler continues his treatment for 

cancer… .Remember our shutins: Gail Brooks at St. Bernard Village…Shirley 

Coots at Lawrence County Nursing Home (hospice car)…Charles Bradsher at 

Craighead County Nursing Home… … Beverly Allen confined at home. 

PREACHING TODAY! Hear Almon Williams and Teddy Horton today! 

NO BULLETIN LAST WEEK.  If memory is correct this is the first time we haven’t 

published. I’m sorry for that and for the reasons. Hopefully, we will continue to be able to publish. 

SEASONS GREETINGS! Wishing everyone enjoyable times with family next 

week with plenty of gratitude in your hearts. Happy Thanksgiving! 

   It’s not happiness that brings us gratitude. It’s gratitude that 

brings us happiness.  

   No matter how hard life can get, go to bed grateful for all that 

you have. 

   Wanna be happy for an hour, eat a steak. Wanna be happy for 

a day, play golf. Wanna be happy for a week, go on a cruise. 

Wanna be happy for a lifetime, put your faith in Jesus Christ. Lou 

Houltz 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

       
     
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   What Jesus Said 

 

Jesus said that you must believe on him in order to be 
saved. “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your 
sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins” (John 8:24). 

 

Jesus said that you must confess him before men in order 
to be saved. “Whosoever therefore shall confest me befoe 
men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will 
I also deny before my Fahter which is in heaven” (Matt 
10:32,33). 

 

Is this a contradiction? Not a contradiction. It just means 
both faith and confession are essential.  

 

Jesus said that you must repent of your sins in order to be 
saved. “I tell you, Nay: but except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish” (Lk 13:3).  

 

Jesus said that you must be baptized in order to be saved. 
“Verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (Jn 
3:5).    

 



 
 
 

Are any of these contradictory? No, the same Jesus said 
all of them are essential. We surely wouldn’t accuse the 
Savior of the world of contradiction. If he would have 
added the word “only” or  
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“alone” to any of them, then we would have a 
contradiction, because that would have only required that 
one thing and would forbid adding anything to it. A hint: 
Jesus knew what he was doing! 

 

Jesus instructed his apostles saying, “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved. He that believeth 
not shall be damned” (Mk 16:15,16).  Are you saved?  The 
way He said to do it? Have you been to Jesus for the 
cleansing blood? Are you a disciple of Jesus? 

You can be! -db  

 

   You must give some time to your fellow men. Even if it’s 
a little thing, do something for those who have need of 
help, something for which you get no pay but the privilege 
of doing it.” Albert Schweitzer 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 


